[Fixed bridgework rehabilitation of an edentulous mandible using different implant systems for superior results--review of the literature and a case report].
Implant therapy, as a modality of treatment, has been reported to establish excellent long-term results for the edentulous patients and the partially dentate patients. It was first consisted on Branemark's protocol in which two-stage approach was claimed to be mandatory for the successful development of osseointegration. However, a one-stage approach was found to produce equal and predictable results. This article discusses the differences between the two systems regarding the alveolar bone response, the microbiological aspect, the peri-implant maintenance and the esthetic outcome. The advantages as well as the disadvantages of each implant system should be taken into consideration when solely used or in combination with the other. A case report demonstrating the combined use of one-stage and two-stage implant systems as was considered to be superior for the treated sites is presented.